
SUPPORT US  
AND DONATE

WE SEE A WORLD WHERE 
BUSINESS WORKS FOR 
COMMUNITIES



We believe that 
everyone deserves 

the chance 
to provide for 

themselves and 
their family
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We provide financial management training
tailoring our courses to suit businesses from  
start-ups to large co-operatives, we train on how  
to price goods, maintain good financial records  
and apply for finance.  

We build business support networks
helping fair trade businesses break into new 
markets, increasing incomes and employment  
for producers.  

We help when disaster strikes
channelling funds quickly to get businesses back  
on their feet when a natural disaster threatens  
their survival.

We believe helping someone to build  
a strong business is a sustainable and 
respectful way to fight poverty.

Shared Interest Foundation provides support to fair trade businesses in 
the developing world. Together with Shared Interest Society we provide 
a vital combination of business training and fair finance.

Here’s what 
we do  



Here’s how it works

Funds from our supporters 

provide business training

so that businesses can grow

and people can work  
and earn a living 

which means they can  
buy the basic necessities.

Because everyone  
deserves the chance to 
provide for themselves  

and their families.

Private enterprises 
create nine out 
of every ten jobs 
in developing 
countries



 
 

Who benefits?

Black Mamba produces chilli sauce in the hills of Swaziland 
They began with just two people in 2010 and now employ nine staff and  
53 producers. Most members are women, growing chilli, coriander, peppers, 
and tomatoes. 

Black Mamba attended a three-year training and mentoring programme 
provided by SWIFT, our Swazi partner. This has enabled them to grow their 
income by an average of 120% over the last two years. 

Before the training, owner Claudia felt nervous about expanding. Now, they  
are exporting to Botswana and South Africa with plans for European markets. 

They lead the way locally on advice on crop management.

Ecookim is a cocoa producer in Ivory Coast 
Made up of small farmer cooperatives, Ecookim provides a livelihood  
for 3,620 farmers. 

Since gaining Fairtrade certification in 2010, they have used their Fairtrade 
premium to repair bridges, build boreholes, and support local schools. 

We worked with Fairtrade Africa to create a financial management training 
package for Ecookim. This included how to maintain records and source 
external finance. They have since secured a significant loan which will help 
them grow their business, pay farmers upfront for the harvest, and look to  
the future with confidence.

RWAFAT is a business support network in Rwanda 
Shared Interest Foundation established RWAFAT in 2011. 

RWAFAT has supported over 2,000 women through training and advising 
producer cooperatives, increasing the income of people living in the most  
basic of conditions. 

Head of one producer group, Odette Murebwayire, said: “We are now able  
to eat two meals a day instead of one. We can send our children to school  
and plan for the future. We have a cooperative savings scheme and through  
that, some people have been able to buy mattresses and are no longer  
sleeping on the mud. We see a bright future for our women.”



What you can do

Donate and fundraise
Around half of our funding comes from 
donations. We rely on your generosity to provide 
the tools for entrepreneurs to become the 
employers of the future.

Shopping
For each eligible purchase online, a donation will 
be made to Shared Interest Foundation at no 
extra cost to you: www.giveasyoulive.com 

Volunteering
Get in touch if you’d like to dedicate some of 
your time here in the UK.

Leave a legacy
A gift in your Will gives the promise of a future 
to someone working their way out of poverty.

Talk to us:
Please contact Chris Pay, Head of 
Foundation, to discuss how you would like 
to get involved.

chris.pay@shared-interest.com  
0191 233 9129

Corporate partners
Running a business is one of the toughest but 
also one of the most rewarding things you can 
do. This is true the world over. 

What better way to give something back than to  
use your own success to inspire and support 
businesses overseas.

Whether you want to use your expertise, your 
money, your contacts, or your manpower – you 
can help other businesses to develop and grow. 

You can see examples of the type of project you 
can support on our website:  
www.shared-interest.com/foundation

Trusts and foundations
We have strong relationships with a number of 
funders. Thanks to funding from Comic Relief and 
Big Lottery Fund, we have been able to commit 
to working with groups over three or four year 
periods.

We have also benefitted from the support of a 
wide range of trusts, and are keen to develop new 
relationships with funders.

No matter how big or 
small your contribution 
today, its legacy will  
be priceless

#



Start today
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DONATE
ONLINE  You can donate online at www.justgiving.com/sif
TEXT        You can donate up to £10 by text. For example, text SIFN12 £10 to 70070
CHEQUE              I enclose a cheque made out to Shared Interest Foundation
STANDING ORDER     Please send me a standing order form 
   You can also download a form at www.shared-interest.com/foundation

FUNDRAISE
I would like blank sponsorship forms and a fundraising guide 
You can collect sponsorship for any fundraising event at www.justgiving.com/sif

LEAVE A LEGACY
Tell me more about leaving a legacy in my will
You can also find out more at www.shared-interest.com/foundation
I am a member of your sister organisation, Shared Interest Society, and would like information  
on leaving my Share Account investment as a legacy to the Foundation 

VOLUNTEER
I would like to volunteer for Shared Interest Foundation  
Please send me more information about getting involved

FIRST  NAME    _____________________________________     SURNAME  ___________________________________________

ADDRESS  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL  ___________________________________________     TELEPHONE  __________________________________________      

 n  (Please tick to confirm) I am a UK taxpayer and would like Shared Interest Foundation to claim back tax on all 
donations I have made to Shared Interest Foundation for the four years prior to this year, and all donations I make 
from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise. I understand that I must have paid an amount of income 
tax or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax you reclaim on my donations (at least 25p for each £1 donated). 

We will keep you up to date with the work that we are doing so you can see how your donations do make a difference.  
We will never share your details with third parties. However, if you do not wish to receive updates from Shared Interest  
Foundation then please tick here  n

Please return to:  
Shared Interest Foundation, FREEPOST NT1883, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1BR
Call us on 0191 233 9129 or email foundation@shared-interest.com
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Shared Interest Foundation
2 Cathedral Square
Groat Market
Newcastle 
NE1 1EH

 
T:  (0)191 233 9129
F: (0)191 233 9110
foundation@shared-interest.com
www.shared-interest.com/foundation
     @SharedIntFdn

Shared Interest Foundation is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England,  
company number 4833073 and is a registered charity, number 1102375


